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| shared at the Leadership Training. experiencing. The concern is real.
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MT. PISGAH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH Add on top of all of this the uncertainty surrounding th
STATE OF THE CHURCH ADDRESS future of The United Methodist Church as a
FEBRUARY 5, 2017 denomination, and you can certainly understand why
there is so much anxiety.
We live in uncertain times.

So why is this happening? The Gallup Organization agked
y We see this expressed in the people who identified themselves as Christians "How
forms of protests and marchesoften do you go to church?" The result was surprising
We see it in the anger on 25% of selidentified Christians went to church. This isfa
display on television, in print, drop from 58% when a similar poll was last conducted]
i and on social media. On average, people who belong to a church attend

worship 1.7 Sundays a month. When you combine this
This is true even in the churchdata with the information that the average United
However, on top of all the Methodist gives 12% of their income to their church anfl
political and economic concerns, we struggle with otheonly invites someone to worship once every 38 yetie
issues. It is quite clear there's been a shift in our culturgicture starts to get a little clearer.
In one sense we shouldn't be surprised. This shift has
0SSy O2YAy3aad Ly FI Oz Al OaasasSrong: | believsitis yimke a3 come/for 2 e [S NJ L
the church for several years. It is only now being felt inmatrix to measure church vitality. Simply using worship
our context. attendance as the sole indicator does not give us a cldar

picture. | believe looking at an entire week of ministry
Many of us remember a time when the church held an gives a more holistic view of whether we are a vital
important place in our culture. But for whatever the  congregation. Now don't get me wrong, | want to see qur
reasons may be, that is no longer the case. The culturevorship attendance grow. | believe worship is the mog
has become indifferent, even cynical, towards the churahportant thing the church does. However, when we Iqok
at the totality of Mt. Pisgah's reach, there are many signs

l ONR&aa GKS 02F NRZ OKdzNOK Sf¥italiiyNBE & G NHzZA3If Ay I P . & bali NUzE
I mean two obvious areasvorship attendance and
financial support. No matter the size of the church, a Needless to say, these factors are impacting us.

Continues on Page|2
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So what now? Do we surrender? Give up? Walk awageason. We must be willing to review our leadership

When you have an opportunity read Matthew 16:23. this needs to be approached with prayerful

It's a great story where Jesus inquires what people ardiscernment.

saying about him. The answers are varied. Jesus then

turns the question on his disciples "But who do you sdlease hear what I'm not saying. I'm not saying that

that | am?" what Mt. Pisgah has achieved is wrong or less than
stellar. Quite the contrary, there is much to celebrate|

In my imagination, | see the disciples getting quiet, Just in 2016 we welcomed 39 new church members
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Simon Peter who blurts out "You are the Christ, the Sapportionments. Our church engaged in 30 mission

of the living God." activities, and held various programs that ministered
adults, children, and youth. Fellow believers were

WSadzaQ NBalLlRyaS Aa St Andrliredymthe faithKandithereBvas outreachdoiobirt

church." Some believe that Jesus was implying that community. Truly there's a lot to celebrate.

Peter would be the rock. This makes sense in some

gread ! FGSNI Fff tSiSNDAa Bytlths & widete $/é Bt &xerEise ¥abtlory, Bowardi
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the dangers any church faces is that it can rest on itg
Unlike Peter, who was mortal and a sinner like all of usgcomplishments. This results in a church continuing

God" speaks of the One who is immortal and incarnatesults.
It is this confession that shapes who the church is,

informs us as a community, and shapes us as a | am convinced that this new season is an opportunit
movement. The reason our foundation cannot be to create new wine skins so that new wine can be
shaken is because Jesus is Lord. This is the foundatipowifed. To do this, we must be willing to risk, to fail,

the church. and to risk again. There needs to be a fditbled
optimism that the Holy Spirit is calling us from good
So what does this mean for Mt. Pisgah? things to greater things.

| believe this is an opportune moment to reimagine  For this to occur, three things need to happen:
God's purpose for our church. What | mean by
"reimagine"” is the need to take a thoughtful and M® ¢2 [[d20S 52NRGKe ¥

do. Quite often churches engage in activities because culture has changed. It is imperative that Mt.
they have engaged in those activities for years. Thisis  Pisgah make strategic decisions that will move i
not to suggest that these activities are bad. Quite the a transformative direction.

contrary, often they are good activities. But that is a

the words of Jim Collins, to move from good to great? in our budget will not move us forward in the lon
run. We must be willing to engage in a lengthy

putting new wine in old wineskins. We cannot continue  how we are structured, how we worship, and ho
the current approach to being the church if we hope to  we intend to engage our community.
meet the challenges and opportunities of this new Continues on Page 3

structure, worship life, and ministry aspirations. All of|

rock. But let's dig a little deeper. Was the foundation @chultz, Chairman and CEO of Starbucks, once saidj
pAOR Y/ |

his confession "You are the Christ, the Son of the livirdp the same things in the same ways with diminishinp

problem. Because they're good, we never review if what 2. We must take a hard look at what we're doind.
we're doing is necessary or significant. Are we willing, in 1'm not simply speaking about money. Making CII;'[S

In Matthew 9:17, Jesus speaks about the futility of discussion about how we do church. This includﬁ/s
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All of these suggestions will take time. This could result in people getting upset about the direction of the
church. One thing is clear: in order to meet the challenges and opportunities for this new season, we mus
willing to risk our comfort, willingly let go of some things we cherish, and follow the guidance of the Holy $pirit.

Friends, this is something that cannot be passed on to a committee. To move from good to great is an
intentional effort. It is a movement that needs all of us to join in.

3. We must be willing to let go of some of the things we cherish. This will be difficult. All of us cheris

certain things about Mt. Pisgah. But what often happens is that we become so invested in how thingp

done that we never challenge the status quo. We grow comfortable and comfort is hard to give up.

In the days and weeks to come, may the Holy Spirit continue to remind us of our shared calling to Celebr
LIFE.
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Stewardship :

of our target) from 167 families and $207,816 to the Mortgage and o
Maintenance Fund (94% of our target) from 124 familigsanks to those who
KFIgS LX SRISR (2 0S5 wha aNdy gnf piilege iis tD@R O
this. By sharing your blessings, you extend the kingdom of God, minister to,
those in need, change the lives of children and youth, and welcome others Ento

A Life of Joy

Celebrates L.I.F.E.

the embrace of Christ. o
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which can be found in the Gathering Room outside of the church office. o
Again, thank you for all you do to help Mt. Pisgah accomplish its ministries and fulfill its pgrpose ~ °
Celebrate L.I.F.E. Your faithful generosity makes this happen. Your giving matters. Your giving makes
eternal difference. -

[m]
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On April 19 please come to a Financial Peace University orientation meeiimegs will be 10 am and 6

Financial Peace University Orientation Meeting

As of February 17, 2017, $548,603 has been pledged to the Ministry Fund {70%6

pm. Please come to either sessioMou will learn about a nine week class let by Pastor Bob and myself
featuring videos from Dave Ramsey, a famous Christian apostle cfréeldiving. Even if you are already

debt free, you can learn to plan your spending to get the most out of the blessings that God has given
you. And if you are not debt free, you will learn how to take small steps to a goal that will turn your life
around. The videos are fun if not corny. We will share our stories and encourage one another. Lives a

the debt monster. The orientation is free; however there is a charge for the course matef@iésses will
begin April 26, with both a morning and an evening optitiryou have any questions please contact Dan
Farrell at 8970091.

e
changed; relationships are improveBream of the freedom possible to you if you focus on getting ahead g
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Lent at Mt. Pisgah UMC

Ash Wednesday Service & Soup DinnerHoly Week

07 There will be two opportunities for ~ The days from Palm Sunday and up to Easfer
: worship on Ash Wednesday, March 1.make up Holy Week. Traditionally United
1:00 pm in the Chapel Methodists participate in special worship
7:30 pm in the Sanctuary experiences or other activities on Holy (or

The youth will be hosting a soup Maundy) Thursday and Good Friday. We hgpe
dinner from 6 to 7 pm. We will take upthat you will take advantage of what is bein{
a love offering, and proceeds will benefit our 2017 offered on both Holy Thursday and Good
summer mission trip to Pittsburgboin us for some  Friday as you complete your journey through
delicious homemade soups! Lent and look forward to the joy of Easter.

. G % ) & . W >
a! { SNBAOS 2t { KI i ((“ Z palm Sunday April 9
Good Friday is a rich and important paf} | | — 8:15am Traditional Worship
of Holy Week, but is often difficult for ||\ ¥ — 10:45 am Contemporary Worship

children to understand and experlence =l 11.00 am Traditional \Norshlg
2S I NB 2FFSNRAy3 a!"*lu.“ﬁ 2T {KIFR2ga¢

as a special worship experience for

children and their parents (or other |

adult). We will gather in the Chapel at -
6:30 pm on Good Friday, April 14. This interactive servic "~
which uses media, music and movement to share the stéW
and will last about 45 minutes. A nursery will be available
for children under 3.

‘& Holy Thursday April 13
This is the day we remember Jesug'
institution of Holy Communion as h
| celebrated the Passover Feast with
his friends. We will have one servige
at 7:30 pm in the CFLC. The servige

will include Holy Communion.

D

Easter Flowers
You have the choice of a lily or a colorful
mum and can dedicate it in honor or
memaory of someone.

The cost is $12 and orders need to be

'&m Good Friday April 14

cYon LI a! { $NIA
WI|| take place in the Chapel.
At 7:30 pm the Chancel Choir will

: placed no later tharsunday, March 26. present the cantata, "Return to Me["
Order formsshould be returned to the Narthex, Gathering in the Sanctuary. This moving and
Room, or Christian Family Life Center. For more dramatic work, accompanied by
information, please contact the office (7%856). piano and ‘cello will leave a

meaningful mark on your heart as ye
move into the darkness of the day

Easter Breakfast Jesus died.
Join us for breakfast on

EdSter ?wakﬁa/ot Sunday April 16at 9:30 am .
& P ‘ ‘A in the CFLC. Breakfast m Easter Sund.a.yApnl 16.
casseroles and drinks will b 8:15am Traditional Worship
provided. Please bring fruit and baked goods to share. T 9:30 am  Easter Breakfast

is a wonderful opportunity to invite guests for a special 10:45 am Contemporary Worship
service and meal. 11:00 am Traditional Worship
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All ladies and girls are invited to join us as we get ready to
welcome Spring at oUBpring Teaara on Saturday, March 18 &2
3:00-4:30pm in the CFL®ur program this year will showca:
Disney princesses so everyone is encouraged to channel \
inner princess and even feel free to wear your best tiara or
princess costume. This promises to be a time of wonderfu
fellowship made even sweeter by delicious tea and goodie

| J¢ S|

The Spring Teara will again support the library at Hopkins
Elementary School as our mission focus. Hopkins is a Title 1 school in Chesterfield County \vith
which Mt. Pisgah has a long relationship of support. Each tea guest (or family of guests) is
invited to purchase oneew, hardbound bookf 2 NJ 6 KS aOK22f f A0 NI NB | & ¢
the tea.

You may RSVP for the Spring-@emand select and sign up for your book by using this link:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4ca9aebring.

For more information about any If you really want to experience the full fun of the teg,
aspect of the tea, please contact K plegs_e considgr sponsori_ng a tableither as an

Adams at children@mtpisgahva.or individual or with some friends! That means you get|to
or 7945856x226. What a wonderfull Pfing out your pretty cups and plates and decorate the
way to welcome Spring! tab,IeAwith beautifuIAIinegs and your favqrite décoAr ) A
AuSYad 2SQR t20S 02 &asSsS| agyvys /
year, just for fun! We have lots of tables to set, so
many willing sponsors are needed! And if you can't
sponsor a table, but would be willing to lend us a
teapot, cups and saucers, a tiered plate stand, or otjper
tea-related items, we'd love to hear from you too!

SAVE THE DATES!!
oHero Central &6 Vacatijon B

Preschool ages: May 30-June 1,
9:30am-12:30pm
Elementary grades: July 10 -14,
9:30am-12:30pm

Discover Your Strength in God!



http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4ca9ad2-spring
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The United Methodist Women have started 2017 with a bang! On Februg
2, several ladies attended the UMW Day at the General Assembly and th
; on February 11, the Hearts for Justice Tea which was held at Mechanicsyi
United UMC
Methodist '
Women For twentyfive years, United Methodists in the state of Virginia have beer

FAITH - HOPE - LOVE IN ACTION *, . A , , A P PN - z
UN gSEAYy3 U2 UKS adlasS OlFLRAG2Et 2
AYGSNBAG FYR LINIAOALN GA2Yy 2F (GKS tS3axatliargds
has everything to do with our faith and certainly our heritage as United Methodists. | am amazed at the
O2NLIBR2NFIGiS AYLIOG ¢S KIFI@S +a | !'yAGSR aSiK2RAA&l
History.)

Legislators could not miss the attendance and participation of a group of several hur

" Anniversary, on Feb. 2, 2017. Various groups visited committee meetings, met with
state delegates and state senators, and viewed the opening of the house or the sen
~ Partnered with the Virginia Interfaith Center in Richmond, members of the group me
| with their representatives and discussed legislation to support expanding mental hea
‘I YR adzoaidlyOS 06dzaAS ASNBAOSazI NBaG2NRA
and fees, creating a scholarship program for TANF (welfare) recipients, bringing not
wage theft by employers, and opposing the effort to reduce the number of years a
person is eligible to receive TANF.

This was my first time to participate in the UMW Day; | found it very
informative, satisfying, and heartwarming. The day provided many
opportunities to meet other Methodists from around the state, to see how a
legislative committee works, to visit with the Midlothian representative Rox:
Robinson, and see the opening session for the senate. For the first time, |
that a group of ordinary citizens, banding together, could make a difference
gKIG KFLLISya Ay GKS f S3IAat0NKRENBY 3
sharing of information from all the members of our group, followed by a se
at Bon Air UMC where Bishop Charlene Kammerer spoke of the need to st
GAIAAT L Yd Ay G2RIE&Qa LRtIAGAOIE Syo

We will be concentrating on collecting and assembling the UMCOR Health
due to the number of floods, tornadoes and other natural disasters which fc
people to leave their homes. o

There are several other events planned for the United Methodist Women in the upcoming months and wq
you will be able to join us at some of these special happenings! Some of the upcoming events are listed
next page:

Submitted by:
Kay Smitlg President, Mt. Pisgah UMW
Lisa Shipleg President, Rebekah Circle

- people carrying red bags labeled United Methodist Day at the General Assembly, ZTh
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Upcoming United Methodist Women Events
March 26 Mt. Pisgah UMW General MeetiggB:30 pmg¢ 7:30 pm
Cooking Dinner, interacting with children, and clean up
United Methodist Family Services Richmond Campus
3900 West Broad Street
Richmond, VA 23230
More information will be posted lateg see circle leaders for details.
April 15 District Prayer Breakfast Providence United Methodist Church
901 S. Providence Rd, Chesterfield, VA. Registration: 8:30AM. Breakfast and
Worship: 911AM. We are honored to have our new VA Conference UMW
President, Mary Jane Rawley, Bridgewater, VA. to be our special speaker. Cdst:
$7.00
April 22 Ghy GKS w2l R !'3FLAYy Ay aAdaizy O9BLINPBP&EaAE
t 2Nl ayY2dziKz ! & 28Qff 0SS 62Nl Ay3I 2¢ DI NJ
(flyer will be out shortly). On the way back home we will celebrate supper with
our UMW sisters at Memorial UMC in Charles City.
April 29 Mt. Pisgah UMW General Meeting CFLCB
Martha Circle Refreshments
May 3 Kates Day Elizabeth Kates Foundation
2841 River Road WasiGoochland, VA
Hearts for Justice Tea
¢tKS WAOKY2YR 5A&0NAROG !'a2 KStR AdGa lyydz €t al S|FINL& ¥
Bowers, and Lisa Shipley represented Mt. Pisgah UMW. The program planners stated the tea is their|wgay of
LINEY2GAY3 GKS &/ KFENILHSNI F2NJ wl OAFf WdzaGAOS t2ftA|lOASax
church. The charter, adopted by the UM General Board of Global Ministries in 1978, affirms the humanjrights
for all people, that God is the Creator of all races, and that racism is a rejection of the teachings of Jequg
/| KNR &G D ¢CKS &aLSF{SNI F2NJ 46KS (S gta .SGK b2ty (K
GKS 02YY2ysSI f (KQa -pofif, malti-igsué RnBd_p8ligy Rl advacacy &ggnization. Thejr
mission is to advocate for the needs of all children to improve their lives through public policies. Mrs. N@lan
presented a variety of data on the condition of the children of Virginia and the Richmond region. She $tated
that one in four white children in this area live in families that struggle to meet the basic needs of food,
housing, transportation, utilities, and child care, and for Afriéanerican and Hispanic children it is one in
two children. These families are considered economically disadvantaged, defined as living 200% belgwjthe
federal poverty level. Mrs. Nolan urged us to get involved both locally and at the state level with decisjo
making bodies, including the county board of supervisors, school boards, state representatives, and siaE
senators. She also advocated for the collection, analyzation, and use of data to make informed decisiang.
Anyone interested in more information can check out VOICES at www.vakids.org.
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= Let Lent Be Your Guide: Helping Richmond Friends of the Homeless

What better time than the Lenten season to think of those less fortunat

@2dzQNB FAQAY3I &a2YSUHKAYy3 dzZLJ 6 R

the money you would have spent on coffee and donating it to Richmon
RICHMOND Friends of the Homeless.

FRIENDS [EExg HOMELESS
m Listed below is a wishlist of products we could use. You could buy the
? \ products or donate the money to the Richmond Friends of the Homele
designated fund, and we will buy them for you.

Thank you to the generous Mt. Pisgah congregation who donated warm sqg
% gloves, hats, and scarves as white gifts during Christmastide.

o
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< Tickets are $50 per person. If you would like to help out or buy tickets, pled
% contact Shawnee Hansen at (804) er®1.

R

Thank you to the faithful Martha Stewards who have been providing casseroles four times a year. W
welcome Mt. Pisgah preschool mom Arielle Greene who is a new volunteer.

Rttt 7 Sasieiettortortorterseises
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ike to accompany us: Lela Martin at 37988 or lelamartin@comcast.net OR Sharry Maddux at1350D.
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§ Large divided Styrofoam plates, small dessert plates, plastic forks, paper napkins, sraalk(8Styrofoa
% cups, and serving gloves.
g%%%&%%%%%%%%%&Q%%%%&%%%%Q%%%%Q&%%%&%%%%%%%%%%&%%%%%&%%%%&%%%%%%%%%&%%%%&%%%%%&%%%%Q&%%%%%%%%%Q&%%%

;QQQQQQQ%%%QQQéQ

R0

Prayer Convocatiorpril 1 -
Bishop Sharma Lewis will host a Convocation on Prayer on Saturday, | ' :
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Trinity UMC, 903 Forest Avenue, in Heng’}
The Rev. JuanitaRasmus;ldb 3 G2 NJ 2F { i d W2KyQ:
will be the plenary speakeRarticipants can sign up for two workshops «
prayer. Registration is $10 and includes lundPlease register online at
https://www.etouches.com/bishopsconvoOnce you are at this site, you &
can access the brochure to read more about the convocation and revie &
the description of the classes. The registration deadline is March 27 (4
limit). Please consider attending as this event is a great way to learn n '
about prayer. 2%

il
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Mt. Pisgah Day of Service

Mt. Pisgah is a missiesriented church with many

mission projects being carried out by many groups ar

members of the church. The various activities can ge

lost by members unless they are participating. The

Vision Council wants to highlight missions to everyon GWZ D@y 06 .v-—

the church and has set a goal to have a Day of Servi | (
where various projects will be performed during the d \\‘ )

by members of the church. We will then meet the ne S ————
day to break bread and share our experiences.

000000000 oo0Doo0ooooooao

To this end, April 8, 2017 has been selected as Mt. Pisgah Day of Service. On this day the following
projects will be performed: -

1 Yard work for shuins

Bake cookies and deliver to church members and public service groups such as the Fire De
police, etc

Visit residents at a nursing home (play bingo, refreshments, devotions, etc.)

Deliver donations and volunteer at RAL (Richmond Animal League)

Write cards and letters to shdns, veterans, military personnel

Perform work at Belmont Community Resource Services

Perform work at the Midlothian YMCA

=

= =& —a —a -8
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The projects were picked to try to reach as many in the community as possible while being performedtln a

realistic time frame (8 hours). Also, it is hoped that the different projects provide enough diversity tha
members with various gifts and passions will be able to participate in one of the projects. o

o
[m]

We will meet Saturday morning at the church to have a prayer and send off. We will be meeting in ©
project teams to discuss the projects and coordinate efforts prior to leaving. On April 9th we will haye

potluck lunch to gather and share experiences. °
Please go to the church website and look at the ®lgrGenius to review the different projects. o
Explanation of what is to be done, project leader contact information, etc. will be provided there.
l'a | FAYlLE y2G4S3s 6S ¢2dzZ R ftA1S SOSNEB2YS -shizt 4°S}|
while doing the projects. Please note on SigmGenius if you will need a shirt. We are asking fora .,
voluntary donation of $6 to help defray costs to the church. °

=~
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Like to run or walk?

' Connecting with our Communlty :

February 13 was a busy day delivering baked gopgjés part of our Connecting with Our Community .
Ito many service organizations to thank them for 1 ¢ initiative, Mt. Pisgah will participate in the Westcheste
i their work in our community. I : Shamrock 5K and Kids 1K Fun Run at Westchester :

I I : Commons on Saturday, March 18. Last year, we had
I Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 18, the' . participants (runners, walkers, and volunteers) and -
I date of the Westchester Shamrock 5K and Kids 1K received $500 for being the organization with the 5
I Fun Run. : : second most participants. Help us win first place thi§
! ; Syear! .
IWe plan to take a continental breakfast to the | 2
Sprlng Arbor Assisted Living Facility and the | + We're putting together a team of volunteers to help :
Midlothian Fire Station on Easter Sunday. Pleasg: with the event and a team of runners and walkers to:
; Watch the bulletin and Mt. Pisgah Update for 1 ;u F1S LIFNI Ay GKS pY FyR:
 further information and how you can help. I + should sign up at www.westchestershamrock.com :
I I s under our team name, Mt. Pisgah UMC (password :
I We also want to encourage members to invite, p!ckmtplsgah) Please note that there is a fee to sign upa
1up, and bring at least one person to some of theI : runner or walker via the race website; this fee will ¢
I church events/activities/services during Lent. Did s increase after Feb 28. Event proceeds go to suppory
I'you know that 83% of people who come to churchs: Emergency Care at Bon Secours St. Francis Watkin §;
Iand stay do so because someone invites, picks qg Centre.
Fand brings them? Did you know that 65% of unj : :

I churched people would visit a church if asked, byt: For questions about the Mt. Pisgah race team, please
73% of urchurched people have never been asked@ontact Dan Farrell at dfarrell999@verizon.net or 804
; Think about these statistics and the opportunity | ¢ : 897-0091; for questions about volunteering, please : :
| they present. Ask God who you can invite, pick Up contact Mary Ellin Scarberry at mary.ellin@gmail.cofm
1and bring. I s 0r 804852-3557. So, put on your running/walking
ey g g g I Eshoes and come join the fun on March 18!

Delivering Baked Goods to the Community

On February 13th our church left the building! Yes, we have
some special ladies that love to bake and send blessings to the
community! Amazingly beautiful cookies and brownies were
sent to J. B. Watkins Elementary, Spring Arbor Assisted Living,
Chesterfield Fire Dept., Chesterfield County Police, Brookdale
Assisted Living and Midlothian Family Practice. We saw smiles
G2RI& IyR NBOSAQOSR Ylye (KIyl &2dzQa GKFG ¢S g1t
The Connecting with the Community team will again send
blessings to the community for Easter week and

Easter morning. A signup genius will be set up

with opportunities to bake and participate during

that week. If you would like to help, contact

Helen Davison or come to our next meeting to

find out more. 804305-6903.

Want to help with a community eveif-

?

80



