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Pastor’'s Corner

Our world often defines itself by
barriers. While vacationing in
the Pacific Northwest, my wife
and | planned on visiting Victoria
and Vancouver, British
Columbia. | remember the
Canadian Border Agent looking
at me with a little suspicion and
asking me a series of questions.

| have to admit, it was intimidating.

We often are unsure of those who are crossing our
border. This applies not only to borders between nations,
but between people as well. We are suspicious, even
fearful, of opening ourselves to others. This is especially
true if we've been injured or hurt by someone. We are
quick to close our borders, not allow that person to do
damage again. Now while there are instances when
keeping our distance from those who continue to do us
harm is the best course of action, we also run the risk of
allowing walls to be built that become obstacles to
forgiveness and reconciliation.

| believe the story "Building Bridges" demonstrates the
point:

Once upon a time two brothers shared adjoining farms.
For over 40 years they worked side by side, sharing
equipment and helping each other out whenever needed.
Then one day a rift developed. It began with a small
misunderstanding and it grew into a major difference,
and finally it exploded into an exchange of bitter words
followed by months of angry silence.

One day the eldest brother, Pete, was out in his fields
when a truck pulled up. Out jumped a man who
approached Pete carrying a carpenter’s toolbox. “I'm
looking for a few days’ work” he said. “Perhaps you
would have a few small jobs | could do for you?”
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“Well, yes | do,” said Pete. “See that creek down there,
it’s the border between my brother’s farm and mine. My
brother keeps it nice and deep to stop me from setting
one foot on his beloved farm. Well I'll oblige him. | want
you to take that timber over there by the barn and build
me a new fence, a real tall one, so | don’t have to look
over at my stinkin’ brother and his farm no more.”

The carpenter was glad to have the work, “No worries,
mate. | understand. Just point me to your post-hole
digger and I'll get the job done.”

So the carpenter set about working. Meanwhile farmer
Pete drove into town to the cattle auction. When he
returned at sunset he was shocked to see what the
carpenter had done.

There was no fence. Instead the carpenter had built a
bridge and walking across it was Pete’s younger brother.
He held out his hand and spoke to his brother, “Pete,
after all I've done to you these past few weeks | can’t
believe you’d still reach out to me. You’re right. It’s time
to bury the hatchet.”

The two brothers met at the middle of the bridge and
embraced. They turned to see the carpenter hoist his
toolbox on his shoulder. “No, wait! Stay a few days. I've a
lot of other projects for you,” said farmer Pete. “I'd love
to stay on,” the carpenter said, “but | have more bridges
to build."

Often times the walls we construct do not provide us the
protection we thought they would. Instead, we become
isolated and bitter. The joy of following Jesus creates
opportunities for us to experience the wholeness we
desire by building bridges, not walls.

As we enter the Fall Season at Mt. Pisgah, let me
encourage you to reconnect to the Savior who can bridge
the gap through worship, study, and fellowship.

Jesus, the carpenter from Nazareth, can bring us to the
place where reconciliation is possible.
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Blessing of the Backpacks

Sunday, September 11
3:15, 10:45, & 11:00 am worship

Please plan to join us on “Kickoff
Sunday” September 11 as we gather
to celebrate the start of a new
school year and to send our
students and teachers off to school
% with our blessings and prayers.
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(preschool thro
school) and school staf
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have a time of blessing during all worship services and
each teacher and student will receive a gift from the
church.

During the 11:00 worship service we will have a special
time of recognition and blessing as we dedicate our
2016-17 Mt. Pisgah Preschool staff.

We hope to see you (and your backpack!) in worship on
September 11!

THE COMMITTEE ON EPISCOPACY
INVITES YOU TO ATTEND
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ON THE ASSIGNMENT OF

SHARMA D. LEWIS

As Resident Bishop of the Richmond Area
The United Methodist Church
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SATURDAY THE 17th OF SEPTEMBER, 2016

10:30 INTHE MORNING

REVEILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
4200 CARY STREET ROAD
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA
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TrunK or Treat

You're invited to come and join us
forourf f h annual

Treat” extravag
Saturday, Octob

f r o m-52 :00@s wemeach T
out to children in our church and

community! We've had such a wonderful time the last
four years at Trunk or Treat that we can’t wait to do it
again! And this year we're planning, with your help, to
make the event even bigger and better!!

W \gill transform our

L ; § parking lot into a safe

/ a 7 an fyn placp tg tridk o
r v El'eﬁt! \%ee{‘”)u have fun

s h = " Rejng creagive as we

decorate the trunks of
our cars! We will have
the opportunity to
enjoy sharing and
passing out treats! We
will play games for fun
and prizes! We will eat
some delicious food treats prepared by the talented
cooks in our church family! And, most importantly, we
will have great fellowship with others of all ages in our
church and community in the name of Jesus!

=
=
)
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If you are interested in using your “trunk” for trunk or
treating, want to be a part of the chili cook-off or
baking contest, have carpentry skills to help build
carnival-type games, can help staff this event, or wish
to donate candy or other items, please contact Kay
Adams, children@mtpisgahva.org.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Page 2

Mt. Pisgah Messenger



Wednesday Nights are Back - Better Than Ever!

You’re invited to join us on Wednesday nights, beginning { S LJi S Y ,&sSwilgatiten as a church family for
fellowship, food, and learning. We’ve listened to your concerns and suggestions to help us better meet your needs.
This means we’ve revamped our schedules for children’s and youth activities so that all activities end by 7:30 pm,
and are bringing back the fellowship meal (in a new format). We hope that you will plan to be a part of our midweek
programs and activities!

Here are the Wednesday night program schedules by age groups:

* Adults
¢ Pastors’ Bible study, 6:30-7:30 pm
¢ Chancel Choir, 7:30-8:30 pm
¢ ARISE rehearsal, 7:30-8:30 pm

s Youth (6™-12"" grades)
¢ Missions, 6:00-6:30 pm
¢ Worship Arts, 6:30-7:00 pm
¢ Youth Bells, 7:00-7:30 pm

s Children (4 year olds through 5™ grade)
& Cherub Choir (4 year olds through 1* grade), 6:00-6:45 pm
¢ Carol Bells (2"-5" grades), 6:00-6:45 pm
¢ kidzJaM missions, 6:45-7:30 pm

The fellowship meal will be served 5:30-6:15 pm in the CFLC. We will have 2 set menus which will alternate weeks —
beef tacos (1% and 3™ Wed) and spaghetti (2™ and 4" Wed) - and meatball subs will be the menu when we have a
5™ Wednesday in a month. Cost will be $5/adult, $3/child (under age 12), with a family maximum of $20.

We're very excited about the new Wednesday night schedule and the return of the fellowship meal! We hope that
you will make Wednesday nights part of your routine this Fall and join us each week!

Kickoff Sunday - September 11 Mark Your Calendar!

Our new program year will kickoff on Sunday, Prayer ‘181\"831' - November 5
September 11. In addition to the regular Sunday

morning schedule, our children and youth activities Want to spend some time with God and learn

will resume. Here is the schedule for Sunday more about prayer? Then plan to attend the
afternoons: Third Annual Prayer Retreaton{ I U dzZNR | & X

1:00 pm Carol Choir & Children’s Worship Arts tc)hz f SFY Cfrl Lif i):(}l)atm totlljl:to?a_pm ;]n the
1:00 pm Youth Band Practice rishian Family Lite Lenter a - Fisgan.

2:00 pm  Youth Choir More information will be provided soon.

2:45 pm Youth Group Please invite your friends and neighbors to this
event. Based on the positive responses from
past years’ retreats,

~ - = will potavant to
{dzy Rl & 22NBKALS { OKSRAA S, ’
8:15 am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary come and be e -\'he
10:45 am Contemporary Worship in the inspired, refreshed, 50\’ \
Christian Family Life Center and renewed by our DO*2°
11:00 am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary loving God.
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Deptember 25 Community Dinner and Concert

Gireat Way for You to Connect with our Community

Please mark your calendarsfor{ dzy Rl & ¥ {2&fdudai feercontniidity
dinner, concert, and inspirational, powerful message. We have secured George
Dennehy to provide his very inspirational message in the Christian Family Life
Center (CFLC). This remarkable young man, who was adopted from Romania and
currently lives in Ashland, was born without arms. He has taught himself to use his
feet for most everything he does, including playing a variety of musical
instruments. Please visit the following sites to learn more about him and his
amazing story:

http://www.georgedennehy.com/

https://www.facebook.com/GeorgeDennehyMusic/?fref=ts

Mt. Pisgah will provide a hot dog supper at 5:30 pm in the CFLC, followed by — =
George's special program of music and inspiration, suitable for all ages, from George Dennehy
6:30 pm to 7:30 pm. There is no charge to attend this inspiring event. We will have “free” tickets

for you to give away to your friends and neighbors—one ticket per invited person who expresses an interest in
attending this special event. Church members will be able to reserve their dinner and dinner for their invitees by
signing up through the sign-up genius on our website or calling the church office. Please watch the bulletins and Mt.
Pisgah Updates for further information.

This event provides a wonderful opportunity for you and our church to connect with our community. So please invite
and bring your neighbors and friends to this special event and share an evening of fellowship and inspiration with
them. See you there!

Connecting with the Community Update

Thanks to those who have helped us connect with the community in the following ways:

¢ 13 backpacks were filled as a part of the Y’s Bright Beginnings program. Through this program, underprivileged
children get a new backpack filled with necessary supplies to help them start the school year off right.

s Pastors Bob and Anita blessed 265 Bright Beginnings’ backpacks on
August 15.

+ Several members helped teachers at J.B. Watkins set-up their
classrooms and provided snacks to them.

We have more exciting ways in the next couple of months to connect with
our community and we hope you can participate in them:

¢+ Community Dinner and Concert by George Dennehy on Sunday,
September 25

+ Midlothian Village Day on Saturday, October 15

Backpacks for the YMCA’s Bright Beginnings

If you are interested in helping with any of these programs or have any ideas for Mt. Pisgah to connect with our
community, please contact a member of the team (Bob Davison, Helen Davison, Elizabeth Farrell, Deanna Kirn,
Alison MacPhail, Ray Oakley, Karen Rush, or Mary Ellin Scarberry).
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At Mt. Pisgah we constantly
-| aim to help people connect
to the truth of the
scriptures. Recent studies in
the past few years show a
decline in the biblical
literacy in the United States.
Researchers George Gallup
and Jim Castelli put the problem squarely: “Americans
revere the Bible—but, by and large, they don’t read it.
And because they don’t read it, they have become a
nation of biblical illiterates.”

How can the church help?

- We need to find a way to help folks understand the
Bible in a way that does more than just teach about
the scriptures.

- We need to help people place themselves within the
narratives, to find personal meaning for their life in
the Scriptures.

- We need to help people grow in their faith by living
out a life of discipleship.

If you are interested in that type of study, plan on joining
us for a Bible Study on the Book of Romans. This 8 week
study will cover one of the most dynamic books in the
New Testament. There will be an orientation on

2 SRYSaRI@&z ,infdoiii B7/109%51N1:00 am
and 6:30 pm.

You can register by visiting the church's website
(mtpisgahva.org) or by contacting the church office at
794-5856.

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Bob
(pastor@mtpisgahva.org) or Pastor Anita
(associate@mtpisgahva.org).

i1 K 9gestionsphap kTep thipnkipg pewlgfrqfqeng)o

[ P NAY 3 FyR { KIFNX
We are on individual Christian journeys that are enriched
through weekly group experiences. Our Monday
meetings from 10:30 to noon encourage praying for one
another, reading, and sharing with each other. This
{ S LI SY &vSaNUbeimia 5-week study of Dr. Leslie
Weatherhead’s book, The Will of God. Come join us!

In the book’s foreward Adam Hamilton says of this

t I a l:l 2 NR Q { lj dZ.Roé”Hewrote many of his books to answer
Aot S

rging
faith and to address doubts that most believers wrestle
with from time to time.” Come join our reading of a
classic that addresses “the tension between belief in a
good and loving God and the reality of suffering in our
world.” Please contact Clair Cosby (594-0030 or
dr.clair@comcast.net) by September 3 to reserve a book.

¢ KdzZNERIF& bA3IKI

The Heart of Ch
“In this time of change and conflict
within the church, what is the heart of | The Heart

of Christianity

Christianity?”

“What is most central to an authentic
Christianity and Christian life today?”

These are questions Marcus Borg, the
author of The Heart of Christianity:
Rediscovering a Life of Faith, asks. One
reviewer from Harvard Divinity School
writes that “we have no better guide
to the recovery of an authentic Christian faith for these
difficult times” than this book. A good friend of ours,
whom we respect for his authentic Christian faith, makes
it a point to reread this book once each year.

Join us beginning¢ K dzZNB R & =
Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering a Life of Faith by
Marcus Borg.

We will meet each Thursday night at 7 pm in the home of
Deanna & John Kirn. After an hour of study we will share
praises and concerns followed by fellowship for those
that can stay a little longer.

You will need to get a copy of the book and read the
preface for our first meeting. The book is also available in
an audio version. We understand that everyone cannot
make it every week for discussion.

Please contact Deanna & John Kirn (kirnva@gmail.com;
804-378-5772) for more information.

We hope you can join us!

{toSikdisSTHeO B

y 3
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Who is that up front?

On a beautiful Sunday morning a few months ago, as our
church members walked through the narthex, someone
made a comment that caught me by surprise. “Who is
that woman up front?” After a number of “l don’t know”,
one of the veteran members successfully announced, “I
think | know. That’s our new Director of Youth and Young
Adults Ministries!”

From that small incident, it now made sense to provide
our membership with a more complete introduction for
getting to know this talented young lady. Let’s find out
who she really is.

Cl' YAT e

Her full name is Rev. Amy Crisp and she hails originally
from Ames, lowa. After only 3 years, her family moved to
Gaithersburg, MD where they remained for the next 4
years. From there the family put down roots in
Midlothian, VA for the succeeding 11 years.

Why so many moves you might ask? It all has to do with
family and the background it provided her. Amy’s father
(Karl Fears) graduated from West Point and served 12
years in the Army which landed his family in Germany,
Texas and lowa. As an aside, he now works as a civilian
with the title “Project Manager” and has worked on such
projects as the James Monroe building in Richmond and
the raising of a new foundation for the school on Tangier
Island. Amy’s mother raised two children and currently
works as an Administrative Assistant at John Tyler
Community College. Previously she served as a medical
secretary. Amy’s one brother, Jason, is married and lives
in Denver and has 3 children.

To complete the family,
Amy’s husband is Andrew.
. | They were married in
2009. He graduated from
| UVA with a degree in math
and astronomy plus a
Master’s degree in

:“ Statistics. Previously,
:_,‘4;\1(/ t| Andrew worked for SAIC
(Science Applications
International Corporation)
mainly supporting the Navy. Now he works for the
Analytic Strategies which supports Federal Government
customers. Most recently, Andrew joined Mt. Pisgah as
our newest member along with Zachary, age 5, who will
be attending Clover Hill Elementary School.

Just as an aside, Amy is bilingual in English and French,
her favorite movie is The Notebook, and her family pets
include Carmen (the cat), and Thaxton (the dog).

9 RdzOl a2y

What is her educational background? Actually, it is quite
impressive. Let’s take a quick peek: Midlothian HS,
Randolph Macon College-Bachelor of Arts, Wesley
Theological Seminary-Master of Arts, VCU-Post-Graduate

UMC Internships: Skipwith, Kenwood, Mt. Vernon, Trinity

Mission Experiences: Mountain Top, Pittsburgh Project,
Hanover County Winterization Project, Stars of Wonder
Project, Carolina Cross Connection, Susan G. Komen Race
for the Cure, Honduras Heart to Heart Children’s Village,
United Methodist Family Services, The Jeremiah Project,
Eastern Shore of VA Habitat for Humanity, Youth Works

¢KS /I f¢

How did Amy experience her call to the Youth Ministry? It
occurred just before Grade 9 while on a mission trip. She
experienced a “nudging “as she recognized how much she
loved the people with whom she was working and the
work she was doing. The nudging became a stronger push
and then one night it all came to a head. Amy tried to
ignore that feeling all week, feeling as though she must be
crazy because she didn’t know anyone else who had ever
experienced that feeling. But it became too much to
ignore, and on the last night of the trip during worship,
she finally let down her guard and prayed to God.

Amy asked God to give her a sign so that she would know
it was God speaking to her. Amy picked a candle on one of
the arms of the cross and prayed that God would
extinguish it as a sign. The candle remained lit through the
whole worship service. At the very end, everyone was
invited to come forward to place a sheet of paper into a
boat with a list of the ways that they were being held

back from God. This was a symbol of “stepping off the
dock” and pledging to follow God. When Amy returned to
her seat, she looked up one last time at the candle. It had
gone out, while all the other candles on the cross
remained lit. At that point Amy prayed to God, vowing to
follow God'’s call on her life, wherever that would take
her, as long as God promised to go with her.

l'YeQa al 22N D2 f
Amy’s major goal is to equip young people to be leaders
in the church. It starts within the youth program itself but
then extends into the larger church. It’s a reflection of her
own experiences in youth groups as her leaders nurtured
leadership qualities in the youth by allowing them to
participate in leading and organizing the youth group
programs and encouraging them to do the same in other
committees within the local church, the district, and the
conference.

Dr. Robert Stowell, Historian
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The PumpkKins are Coming|

Why do we bother to sell pumpkins each year? Mt. Pisgah
is a mission oriented church and the pumpkin money is
one of the major sources of mission funds for Mt. Pisgah.
The revenue from the pumpkin sales provides funding for
many of our mission projects and without that revenue
we would not be able to provide for many folks that need
our help.

When we join the church, we promise to support our
congregation with, among other things, our time and our
talents. October is a time for all of us to live up to this
promise and help in some way with the pumpkin sales so
that Mt. Pisgah may continue to be a blessing to folks in
our community, the nation and around the world.

We will need folks to help with the publicity about the
pumpkin sales, the operation of the pumpkin patch and
many other jobs. The pumpkins will be here on the first
Wednesday of October and we will need folks to unload
the truck. It is not an easy job and it is not a neat/clean
job, but it is one of the most important jobs so I’'m asking
for you to consider helping out with this at that time. We
also will need folks to spend some time in the pumpkin
patch and watch the kids expressions as they pick their
pumpkins and to collect the money.

This year, I've had a
suggestion that we also
sell pies at the sale. If
we do that, we will have
to have volunteers to
make the pies. We are
exploring that possibility
and if you are interested [388 |
in helping with this =
project, please let me
know.

October is only a month
away and we have much
to do. Keep watching for
more announcements and requests to sign up in the

weekly emails and inthe bulletin.¢ KA & Aa | ©KdzN
YAaarzy LINR2SOG FyR 6S it vy
tfSrasS O2yaARSNI gKIFG @2dg OF y
AYLRNIFY(G alGed tA&d3FK LINPRSOC
G2NJAY3I 6AGK @2dz AY | &&dzNR Yy :
0K2a4S GKIFIG FNB tSaa TF2NIgzyl (

Contact: Jack Keene, biohaz3@verizon.net

income for the people of the region.

We look forward to hosting the Red Bird Mission Craft store!

Red Bird Craft Show

Mark your calendar for the weekend of h O (i 2 6 Bhl the Red Bird Craft Show will be coming to

Mt. Pisgah’s Jewett Bass Hall. This craft show of Appalachian Folk Art and Crafts is the time to buy your
unique Christmas presents for friends and family. This show features many types of Appalachian crafts
made by folks in the Red Bird Mission area of Kentucky and provides a source of

September - October 2016
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I have heard that JOY can stand for “Wsus, hthers, and

, ou.” When you think about this, following this acronym
is a great way to prioritize your living and your giving.
Jesus provides us examples of this in his teachings. Jesus
tell us in Matthew 6:33 to “seek first his kingdom and
righteousness and all these things will be given to you as
well.” Jesus states that the two greatest commandments
are “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your mind, . . . and love your
neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:37, 39).”

We are called to give as a part of living as a disciple of
Jesus. As one article notes, “A strange phenomenon
happens when we give. The greater the generosity and
the greater the sacrifice, the greater the joy. Joy,
according to some authors, is impossible without
generosity. And as one author states, joy is the infallible
sign of God's presence.”

Generous people have joyful and grateful hearts and
know that all they have is from God. | read this in one
article and agree with it: “Find a generous person and you
will find contentment, gratitude, humility, love, joy, and
compassion. The person cannot help but be generous
because everything he/she is and has is tied up in relation
to God.”

What really brings you joy? True, lasting joy is not found
in material possessions, wealth, power, status, or many of
the other things the world chases after to find joy and

Kay Smith and Shirley Yankowsky had a wonderful
opportunity to visit four missions in the Shenandoah
Valley in June. We would like to thank the church
members for donating items for these missions.

All God’s Children’s Camp provides a spiritual and active
experience for children of incarcerated parents. The
counselors were so upbeat and positive. Each child had an
adult sponsor who will keep in touch with them for a year.

In the same area was a clothes closet that provides
children’s clothes and diapers to the social workers who
know the needs of the community. Individuals can also
come.

Kingsway Ministry is very helpful for released felons who
need assistance. They have a church service because sex
offenders cannot attend churches around children. We
put together health kits for people.

Dtewardship - A Way of Living a Life of Joy
Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice.” - Philippians 4:4

happiness. True joy is ultimately found in our relationship
with God developed through loving, knowing, trusting,
and obeying him, and living as a disciple of Jesus by
following his example of serving others and giving
generously. True joy involves a life of giving - giving of our
time, talents, and money so we can be a blessing to others
and make a difference in this world.

In October, we will have an opportunity to give to God a
portion of what he has given to us to demonstrate that we
not only believe in, but also live a life of joy. You will
receive further information in the mail about this
opportunity in late September.

In the meantime, please use the following prayer each day
to prepare your hearts for living for and giving to God.

Heavenly Father, help me be content. Whether | have little
or much, help me to always live generously in a greedy,
selfish world and to find my greatest joy in following and
serving you. You are my Provider and you meet all my
needs. Every good thing | have in life comes from you.
Lord, help me to live faithfully and share joyfully and
generously with all you have given me, including the
money you have entrusted me with. In Jesus’ precious
name, Amen.

Elizabeth Farrell
Stewardship Steward

District UMW Mission Trip to the Shenandoah Valley

Casa de Armistad is held at Basic UMC. They serve a
dinner to the community every Wednesday and have a
worship service afterwards for about 100 people. The
minister is fluent in Spanish and they are bringing many to
Christ. Most of the food is donated and the exact amount
that is needed always comes in. We are so proud to have
helped these UMC sponsored projects.

1st Fioor | I

i Church Offices

do Amistad 1d
Wotice

LA !
Shirley Yankowsky & Kay Smith
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Note from the Trustees

Just like parents and students everywhere, the Trustees  The back parking lot and side driveway beautification
have been getting ready for back to school and the fall project was completed in August. Mt. Pisgah has also
season. Activity is taking place in the Preschool area. The “suffered” through the inconvenience of floors being
Trustees wish to thank the Preschool Council for sharing  waxed and carpets being cleaned during August. The

the cost of new fencing for the playground. Trustee Trustees are still working with City Wide, our custodial
Gordon Millikan has been the contact person with the service, to make the facilities cleaner and fresher looking.
fencing contractor and coordinating this project. Mt. If you see areas that need attention, please contact
Pisgah will have beautiful uniform fencing around the Trustees Gwen Turbeville (379-3671) or Sarah Orr (378-
cemetery, columbarium and playground. The Trustees 0378). These projects help make our facilities more

are also replacing the carpet in the church nursery welcoming to visitors and members.

making a cleaner, softer surface for the little ones. Please continue to help the Trustees by reporting any

“Sprucing up” is also problems or needed repairs that you notice around Mt.
happening at JB Hall. Under Pisgah. In the hall outside of the church office there is a
> | the leadership of Ron Stewart  bulletin board with forms you can use to request

and his faithful crew of Dan, maintenance or repairs. Tuesday mornings a group of
Gordon, Bob, Mac, Steve, volunteers led by Bob Ripley work around the church
Eleanor, John M., John K. & completing the reported repairs. Bob is always looking for
Deanna, and many more, JB help to address repairs faster and to do general
Hall is being painted and maintenance. If you can spare some time any Tuesday
cleanup is starting. The morning, Bob and the Trustees welcome your help. You
appliances will be installed don’t have to be an expert, just willing to do a few small

d and connected during tasks to help out! Contact Bob Ripley (378-8175) if you

il September. need more information.

Jewett-Bass Hall was built in 1870 and originally opened
as a general store. The building was operating as a
restaurant when Mt. Pisgah purchased it in January 1988.
¢FA<$A(IV:NJ§zé[jSSé |-r>|B L LY YAy hLJS)/ |
NERSRAOFIa2y oaYS F2N {dzy R
FNRBY o (2 y22y gAGK fA3IK
ot SaaArayad I yR NBRMtsh®F a2y
announcements and plan to attend! dY n AMHY n on LIY
MHYMp LIY
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Healing Touch Ministry

| would like to introduce myself, my name is Sherry Price. | people have used healing touch ministries for are

have been a member of Mt. Pisgah for many years. | am preparation for surgery, to help relax the body for surgery
pleased to be taking over facilitating the Healing Touch and post healing. Cancer patients receiving chemotherapy
Ministry. | have been involved for over 15 years. Healing  have experienced relief of symptoms from the therapy
Touch is open to the congregation and the community to  and found themselves more relaxed and their recovery
experience. The gift of Healing Touch is endowed by God. period for the therapy reduced.

Volunteers are trained in the techniques of the Healing

The Ministry is the 4™ Monday of every month by
Touch program.

appointment. The next dates are September 26 and

People who have received Healing Touch have October 24 at 6:30 pm and 7:30 pm. Please call Ginger
experienced pain relief, relaxation, rejuvenation, and Riley to schedule an appointment at 378-8175. If you have
clearing of mind fog. Some of the other benefits that any questions, please call Sherry at 920-8066.
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Vision 2020

In October 2014, the Church Council approved the creation of the Vision Council to focus on strategic planning while
the Church Council focuses on operational planning and decision making. The Vision Council, which meets every other
month, held its first meeting in March 2015. The Vision Council reports to the Church Council, which has final approval
for any recommendations made by the Vision Council. The following people currently comprise the Vision Council:
Pastor Bob, the lay leaders (Mac Deacon, Jack Keene, Deanna Kirn), three members appointed by the Nominations and
Leadership Development Branch (Todd Morgan, Annie Owens, and Mary Ellin Scarberry), the Church Council secretary
(Jayne Schultz), and a Church Council representative (Elizabeth Farrell).

Since October 2015, the Vision Council has been discussing and developing a Vision 2020 for Mt. Pisgah. The following
information is presented as an update on this vision.

a A & & Make/dikciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world
t dzNJLJRVa Gl¥brate LIFE ([oving God, Lnviting Otherd Cellowshipping Together, and 9ngaging the Community)

At the center of Mt. Pisgah’s vision are the core values [ L:{o09ing God; Lnviting others; Gellowshipping together;
9ngaging the community. The Vision Council adapted Mt. Pisgah’s purpose statement to reflect a more active
involvement by our members. After prayer and discussion, the Vision Council decided that three focus areas needed to
be included in Vision 2020; these areas are missions, fellowship/community, and small groups. Listed below is a
summary of each of these three areas, outlining the current reality, the vision 2020, the strategic goals for 2016 and
2017, and the method of evaluation and revision for each one.

alAdaaArzya A A
e« alAaaAzy b [/ 2NB I fdzsay [LCO9
e+ 553a0ONROS / dphsBBphriicipatiGhsdrphst gda¥ for specific mission projects
e 9Yy@AAAZ2Y (KS CdzidzNB F2NJ HnunyY
¢ 50% of the congregation will be involved in transformational missions.
¢ Define top five mission projects from 2017 to 2020

¢ Increase mission budget each year so that by 2020, missions will represent 10% of the church’s total budge
(this excludes apportionments)

e 5SUYS { (NI GS3IAO tNAZ2NARoaS&a> D2Ffas> YR hoaS0agSa
¢ Church-wide mission study during Lent 2017
¢ Church-wide simultaneous mission experience Saturday in late March/early April 2017

o 9@ f dzF G ST latRHe dalitlBsionoSckliickawddy¥ mission experiences. Need to develop records of
participation in missions. Share success stories.

CStt26aKALK/ 2YYAdZ)/7\[']é A

e« alAaaAz2zy b [/ 2NB I fdzsay [LC9

e+ 5SAO0ONAOGS / deMdWENS smong Bidmbeks Gf @hYrch family lacking; inwardly focused.

o 9Y@AAAR2Y (KS CdzidzNBE F2NJ HAHNY
¢ Family reaching family (church family actively engaged with community of Midlothian and beyond).

. 580yS {GNIGS3A0 tNK2NRaSaAs: D2lta FYyR hoa80a@5a
¢ Church-wide study on mission during Lent 2017

¢ Church-wide simultaneous mission experience Saturday in late March/early April 2017
¢ Participation in community events to reach out to the community
o 9@ f dzl G SX latRHe dalitldsionoStdddy an&nyission experience Saturday
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Vision 2020, continued

{YILff DNRdJzLIa
e« aAldaArzy b [/ 2NB =zl fdsSay [LCO

o 5SAO0ONAROGS / dzbkdNds yhall groupslreprdsdntreYatively few people
o 9Y@PAaA2Y (GKS CdzidzZNBE F2NJ HAHANY
¥ 75% of the congregation will belong to a small group. We realize that this goal will take time to complete, but
it is vital to our church’s growth.
e+ 5SU0YyS {dGN}GS3IAO tNA2NRaSaz D2Ffax IyR hoaS0a@Sa
¥ Define small groups
¥ List of current small groups
¢ Creation of 2-3 new small groups in 2017
o 9@ fdzZl GSI |latRhe édiicE20SPAASY

Vision 2020 is and will continue to be a work in progress. Each step will require defining priorities and goals, evaluating
and adapting, and revising as necessary to move Mt. Pisgah toward want God wants it to be. The Vision Council
requests your prayers as we continue to develop the vision through discerning God’s will for Mt. Pisgah. If you have
any thoughts, please contact Pastor Bob or Elizabeth Farrell.

Soul Art Workshop
Daturday, October 22
from 9:00-12:00

£ Looking for a creative space
to nurture your soul and
grow in community with

other women? Please join Thank You!

us, here at Mt. Pisgah, for

our very first Soul Art A plaque will be placed in the Columbarium
Workshop! Garden to honor Ann and Ray Rust for their

leadership in making our Columbarium Garden
such an enhancement to Mt. Pisgah UMC and a
wonderful place to remember our loved ones
who have gone to be with our Lord. We owe
the landscaping of our church to the Rusts and
their committee. We must all help to continue
their wonderful example. Thank you Ann and

We will spend the morning
reflecting on what makes
our individual souls come
# r alive and creating collages
as visual reminders of the
authentic persons God created us to be.

Absolutely no art experience necessary. Just come Ray for your dedication.
as you are! Columbarium committee:
- . . . Dennis Burgess

For additional information or to register, contact .

.. L . David Irby
facilitator Kristin Blankenship at
twofromjmu@verizon.net or 378-0767 LSS

J ' ’ Mary Helen Kennedy

I praise you for | am fearfully and wonderfully Bob Moore
made! Psalm 139:14 Kay Smith
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1100 Mt. Pisgah Drive
Midlothian, VA 23113

Phone: 804-794-5856

Fax: 804-379-3970

E-mail: office@mtpisgahva.org
www.mtpisgahva.org
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Phone: 804-794-1720

E-mail: preschool@mtpisgahva.org
www.mtpisgahpreschool.org

Deadline for November -
December 2016 issue is

October 15th!

Mt. Pisgah Ministry Team ||

t Fad2N&

[ SFR tFadz2Nd

Bob Cooper, pastor@mtpisgahva.org

1 33420A1L3S tFHad2Nd
Anita_ Mays, associate@mtpisgahva.org

0 OAOAET T 1

|l RYAYAAaUN a @S {
. dzaAySaa alyl 38N
Melissa Holmes, office@mtpisgahva.org
5L GFolFasS alyl3SNJ
Barbara Hurt, data@mtpisgahva.org
CAYlLyYyOS al yl3asSN

Donna Carlson, financemgr@ mtpisgahva.org

t N2ANFY {GF 0
SANBOG2NI 2F / KAfR

Kay Adams, children@mtpisgahva.org
{ dzLJS NIDA & 2

b dzZNE S NE

Tami Barrille

5ANBOG2NI 2F /2y (S
ley Braswell, cworship@mtpisgahva.org
S5ANBOG2NI 2F t NBaoO
Colleen Callihan, preschool@mtpisgahva.org
5ANBOG2NI 2F

Amy Crisp, youth@mtpisgahva.org
5ANBOG2NI 2F | Rdz U

Please send articles to:
office@mtpisgahva.org

Mt.

Enroll now for

‘PMS(\

Nog| ;

Elvin Nicely, musicarts@mtpisgahva.org
5ANBOG2NI 2F

Eric Reynolds, cmusic@mtpisgahva.org
5ANBOG2NI 27F

Vickie Weber, childyouthmusic@mtpisgahva.org

Pisgah Preschool

Est 1979

9: 301la2m 30 pm
MondRiyi day

Extended Day
12:33030pm
MondBlyur sday

preschool

O0Sa I OrAtlotS Ay

a0K22f &SI NH

| 2t £t SSy [/ ffAKFYX
804-794-1720

preschool@mtpisgahva.org

www.mtpisgahpreschool.org

From the Church Office

Staff-Parish Relations Branch has reviewed the
administrative and financial positions and has
decided on a re-organization plan to gain
efficiencies and take advantage of the talent
we have on staff now. The moves are not
being made for financial reasons.

Rehsse)HgIm’esa/ilme promoted to Business
Manager and will take over the duties of
Treasurer. She will work closely with Donna
Carlson and Barbara Hurt as a team and will
supervise their areas of responsibility.

SPRB plans on hiring a person on a part-time

hou
gtﬁ‘ues of managmgfﬂ\}e
OKdzZNDK 2YOS K2dz2NB KI @S
aQYI!\’-(EI%J\ é}l‘(i‘aﬁl- Y
be re-evaluated when the new office

5 A Nﬁl@rﬂ]sgw is hired. At this time Melissa can

still be reached at office@mtpisgahva.org and
any changes to this will be communicated. If
you are interested in volunteering to help
with reception during office hours, please
contact Melissa.

o ey o
. ce to free up
@S NJ 2f R -HOftM T4 & Svillissa orBeNdw Ms;ﬁgngbllmbls Jolvce
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